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304 The Annals of the Amekican Academy 

This it is the evident intention of the author, an Englishman, to prove. The 
entire work is in fact a carefully developed thesis showing how Germany has 
advanced step by step from a skeptical and tardy beginning until at the breaking 
out of the present war, passing far beyond the question of how its railways might 
be most efficiently used for its defense, it had constructed military lines not 
only to all the frontiers of its European empire, but to the important frontiers 
of its African colonies and to the most important trade and strategic points in 
Asiatic Turkey with the evident intent to use them for conquest. 

A good deal of space is necessarily devoted to the American Civil War be- 
cause that war was practically the first in which there was an extended and 
scientific use of railways, and because many of the problems connected with such 
use were either started in the United States or actually worked out there, precedent 
being established and examples set which the rest of the world had simply to 
follow, adopt or perfect. 

It will surprise many to learn that the total mileage of the lines taken over 
by the federal government during the course of the war exceeded 2,100 miles; 
that in its operation of these lines it laid or relaid 641 miles of track, and that the 
lineal feet of its bridge construction was equal to 26 miles. It was this war, says 
the author, that was to elevate railway destruction and restoration into a science 
and to see the establishment, in the interest of such science, of an organization 
which was to become a model for European countries and influence the whole 
subsequent course of modern warfare. 

T. W. V. M. 

Smith, J. Russell. Commerce and Industry. Pp. viii, 596. Price, $1.40. New 
York: Henry Holt and Company, 1916. 

This book is an abridgement of the large volume Industrial and Commercial 
Geography which has proved so successful as a college text. There are three parts. 
Part one deals with the United States by classes of commodities and industries, 
as the cereals, animal industries and so on, and covers a little more than half the 
text. Part two covers all the other countries, very briefly, necessarily, as only 
two hundred pages are devoted to them. Brazil, for example, has about four 
pages and Germany about seven pages. Part three, world commerce, is devoted 
mainly to the law of trade and trade routes. 

The book is very readable; is effectively illustrated with halftones, maps and 
diagrams; and some useful statistics are collected in the appendix. Barring 
questions which hinge on difference of opinion about method and material, the 
only adverse criticism must be based on the many inaccuracies of statement con- 
cerning details, which probably do not seriously affect its usefulness as a high 
school text. 

W. S. T. 

Spears, John R. The Story of the American Merchant Marine. Pp. xxvii, 340. 
Price, $1.50. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1915. 

The second edition of Mr. Spears' volume on The Story of the American Mer- 
chant Marine differs mainly from the first edition of 1910 in that it contains a 
lengthy introduction which gives a statement of recent events in the shipping 



